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and notably Lord Milner, who have criticised it for
paying too much attention to * the misleading catch-
words, the impractical ideals which he felt bound to
treat with respect'. There are others again who
contend that Lord DuflFerin must have been aware that
his Constitution would only be practicable if super-
vised by a forceful British Agent in Cairo backed by
a powerful British Army; and who blame him for
having worded his report in such a manner as to
render it an elegant essay in Liberal principles rather
than a frank statement of the needs and difficulties of
the Egyptian problem.

Such criticisms ignore the fact that the DuflFerin
Report is one of the most trenchant state papers ever
composed. He established two principles of the
greatest importance. First, that Egypt could never
be ruled from Downing Street, and secondly, that
any representative system must be based upon the
village commune. The chapters which deal with the
organisation of the Courts of Justice, the Army, the
system of Land Assessment and the financial and fiscal
provisions are eminently practical. And the fact
remains that the system he advocated endured, and
without any major disturbance, for a period of thirty
years. It may or may not be true that at Constan-
tinople Lord Dufferin proved himself the most astute
of all imperial diplomatists; but it can scarcely be
questioned that the DuflFerin Report proves its author
to have been a man of real constructive ability and
rare vision.